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Hig gh Sheriff of the County of S077 : 
| FE; O TH 


— of the Peace, 


The Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, and 
other Gentlemen aſl embled at the Af: 
ſizes bart the ſaid We 


Werken TL | 
HE favourable Atention wh W 
Plaas cl v0 hear the: following Be oh 
our Command to have it Primed, have gi von 
it 1e for IE x; Approbution of a whole County, that with 
greater Aſſurance: I offer in to the Kingdom. The bo. 
neſt plain Intention, with-which it was compa d, will, 
I hope, atane for its Imperfectione; which. I mperfeSli- 
ons I am ſo ſenſible of, that J have not the Vanity to 
expect it will liue long; and yet I cannot conceal my 
Satisfaction at its coming out at this memorable Fun- 


dure 3 —_—_— it now takes its +. at that Time, 


when © 


The Dedication. 


3 5 5 when the laſt Effort of, 1 hope, the expiring 98 of 


= _—_ Enemy is come to an end : And what we 
| d and pray d for in our hearty Addreſs at the 

pk ing this e God Almighty bat been pleas'd 

to grant us before the Publiſhing it ; that the moſt im- 
t. Life of the Beſt of Queens, the pureſt Religion, 
the juſt Laws, and valuable Liberties of our Country, 
are preſerved from the Violence of the Pretender; tho 
be was ſupported and animated by the Troops of France, 
the Treaſure of Rome, the Malice of Hell, and the 
Policy of all three. 50 ſpeedily and fully did Provi- 
dence interpoſe in onr Behalf, that many Addreſſes. may 
undergo an Alteration, from Promiſes of Aſſ zſtance to 
Her Majeſty, into Congratulations, that none is want- 

ing. To this Loyal Unanimity, I queſtion not, but my 
ſubject, Conſcience, inclin'd us all, and I truſt, will do 
ſo always, if any Danger ſhall 3 us hereafter. 
If any thing I have ſaid in this Sermon does, by the 
Bleſſing of God, - prevail with any one Perſon to have a 
Regard to his Conſcience, or afford him any Light haw 
fo ſecure a good one, I have then gain'd the greateſt 
Point; and however I have ſhewn my ſelf tobe, as J 
really a, Gentlemen, 


Your moſt Faithſul, and 
Humble Servant, 


Cro don March : 1 ORE 
| 20 . | | J. Cs AR. 


Acts XXIV, 16, 


And "AY do I exerciſe my / ſelf, to "= 
ee a Conſcience void of Offence to- 
ward God, and toward N. en. 


| HESE. Words were ſpoken by the A- 
poſtle St. Paul in a Court of Juſtice; 
not from the Bench indeed, but at the 

— Bar, as part of his Defence, when the 

Malice of the Fews, and the Eloquence of Tertul- 

lus, were to frame an  Accuſation againſt him: 

Though I queſtion not, but when the Saints ſhall 

judge —5 World, as he himſelf hath cold us they 

ſhall, he may then pronounce the Senſe of them au- 
thoritarively, that, every Man then to be judged, 
ought to have exerciſed himſelf to have always his 

Conſcience void of Offence toward God, and to- 

ward Man. 

The Duty recommended in the Text, is ſo much 

the Buſineſs of every Man, m every Rank or Con- 

dition, and in every Action of his Life, that it can 
never be improper to be diſcours d on; yet it muſt 
be allow' d to have ſome Relation to che preſent Oc- 


caſion; ſince we are all repreſented as having a 
. B Court 


* ee E 


Court of Judicature 1 in our own 8 and: the 
ſciences, under one Senſe or other of the Word, 
is ſet forth as acting every part in ſuch a Court: 
Before we act, it is our Counſel with us to guide us 
in the Matter of Sin, or Duty, informing us, what, 
the Rule of our Actions, the Law of God any way 


made known to us, does command or forbid 
us. 4 


. * 


After our Actions are over, it is a Regiſtry or 
Record of all our Sins, or at leaſt the greateſt of 
them, and ſuch as deſerve a particular Repentance. 
| In Conſcience they are al] graven in deep and Jarge 
Characters, nay, and dreadful Comments on them 
are there to be read; and being ſuch a faithful Re- 
giſter, it is excellently qualified to be a Witneſs, 
| nay, a thouſand Witneſſes for or againſt us; and 
| accordingly our Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Teſtimony of 
his Conlcience, 2 Cor. 1.12. It is by the ſame A poſtle 
too mention d as a Judge, Rom. a. 15. acculing or ex- 
cuſing, that is, acquitting or condemning us. Thus 
is every Sinner at one time or other brought into 
the Court, and ſet at the Bar of his own Conſcience; 
the ſame Conſcience alone, being Counſeller, Re- 
| giſter, Witneſs, Judge, and, I may add, Execu- 
1 tioner; for the Terrours of it have 50 haunted the 
Minds of guilty Wretches, that they have in Fury 


and Rage againſt their Sins, done that horrid Office 
on themſelves. Now, I donot intend to make any 


| particular 


Preach q ar Croydon 3 in ; Surry. 


” * * * 


e 


pa or: Application to- the Perſons who are to 
_ fuſtain theſe ſeveral Characters at this time: But to 


conſider the Words in a general way, and leave 


every Man to apply this Diſcourſe of Conſcience to 


his on; only exhorting all that hear me, to con- 
ſider chis as a very ſerious Matter, whereon, the 
Peace or Diſturbance of his Mind at preſent, and 
the Happineſs or Miſery of his Soul to all . 
will depend. In the Verſe before the Text, 

Paul gives an Account of his Belief in a main ax 
great Article of the Chriſtian Faith; J have, ſays he, 
Hope toward God, which, the Tein themſelves, my 


very Accuſers, 5 allow, that there ſhall be a Re- 
lurrection of the Dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt; 
and in the Text he thews what an — the Be- 
liek of this Article had on his Life; herein, or for 


this Cauſe, 2s I conceive it moſt properly cranſlated, 
or as I may uſe it at feaſt: For this Cauſe, that is, 
becauſe of the ſtedfaſt Faith I have, that all Man- 
kind ſhall riſe from the Dead, and give an Account 
of their own Works, therefore I exerciſe my ſelf, to 
have always a Conſcience void of Offence toward 
God and toward Men. In which Words, I ſhall 


confider the Ty Particulars. = 


I. I ſhall indeavour to explain the Natureof Con- 
ſcience. 


FH. T ſhall flew, cat Confiiente muſt be guided 
by ſome Rule. And, BB 2 % III. 


— 


3 
— 
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III. What hae Rule is. 6556 | 

IV. What it is to have a 8 id of Of: 
fence toward God and toward Man. 

V. I ſhall ſhew the great and conſtant Care, 1 
Men ought to take in this Duty. 

VI. The great Reaſon and Motive to keep our 
Conſciences void of Offence in this World, 
becauſe of the certain Aſſurance we have of a 
Reſurrection from the Dead, and a State of 
Reward and Puniſhment in the next. | 


* ben, 1 ſhall endeavour to explain the Nature 
of Conſcience. 

And here, I do not intend to take up our time 

in offering any of the Definitions of Conſcience gi- 

ven by the School-men, or to propoſe one of my 
own, becauſe, an exat Definition is not eaſy tobe 
given, nor perhaps fo eaſy to be underſtood as a 
| plain Deſcription: This was the Complaint of the 
via. sade, great Biſhop Saunderſon || in his firſt Diſcourſe on 
| | rr this very SubjeR, that after he had ſpent a whole Præ- 

Prelec- pri. lection in the Definition of Conſcience, it might 
be ſaid, that he made the thing more obſcure than 

clear, by keeping cloſe to the ſtrict Rules of De- 

fining. That therefore, which every confidering 

Man means by Conſcience, will be moſt readily un- 

- derſtood, which, I conceive; is to this Purpoſe; that, 


Conſcience i is the Perſwaſion or Judgment of a Man's 
| Mind, 


/ 


| TY Peach a ar Croydon I» Surry, 


ad. 
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Mind; concerning the Goodneſs; Badneſs, or In- 

differency of his Actions: For all Waben Men 
will grant, that God has commanded ſome things, 
and ſo made them Duties; that he has forbidden o- 
ther things, and ſo made them Sins; and that ſome 
things are neither commanded nor forbidden by him, 
and are for that Reaſon, indifferent, that is, may be 
done or not done, according as Charity or Prudence 
direct. Now, Conſcience is immediately and pro- 
perly concern d only in things directly commanded 

or forbidden, and in indifferent things but by Acci- 
dent, as will appear more fully under the next 


1 Office of Conſcience is indeed different, 


according as it is concern d in things either to be 
done, or already done; but then it ſtill proceeds 
the ſame way, by applying ſome Law of God to e- 
very Action, and judging whether the Action be 
done according to the Law, or againſt it. 

As for Example, A Man ſays, he is bound in 
Conſcience to do ſuch or ſuch a thing; Now, 
what can it be ſuppos'd he means by ſaying ſo, but 
he thinks ſome Law or Command of God has made 
it his Duty to do fo ? or he ſays, He is bound in 
Conſcience not to do ſo, what can he mean by thar, 
but that he conceives God has by ſome Law or 
Command forbidden him to do ſo? or if the Action 
be over and done, he judges whether it was well or 
ill done, the ſame way; that is, whether * was 

one 
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done according to the Law of God or no: Before 


be the Rule of his Conſcience: For Conſcience 


a thing is begun, Conſcience adviſeth, warneth, or 


| — — After a thing is done, it . or 
condemneth, akin or accuſeth: Before we act, 
it it a Guide, afterwards it is a Witneſs, bur it both 


guideth and witneſſeth, according as he believes 


ſome Law of God has either commanded or forbid- 


den the Action. This is, I prefume, what Men ge- 


nerally underſtand by Conſcience, or at leaſt what 


they will moſt eaſily apprehend by it. And there- 
fore I paſs on to the Second. 


II. That 1 muſt be anda by ſome Rule. 
This Guide and Mitector of our Actions muſt be 


regulated and govern'd by ſome Rule, or elſe great 


Inconveniencies will ariſe, and many Miſchiefs be 
occaſioned by that very ching, which ought to pre- 
vent them; and this is expreſs d by our Apoſtle St. 
Faul, Phil. 3. 16. By walking by Rule, and minding 
the Kere thing For how can any Man come to a 
right Judgment, and a full Perſwaſion concerning 


any thing, unleſs he has a certain Rule whereby to 


make that Judgment, and raiſe that Perſwaſion in 


his Mind? Whoever concludes an Action neceſſary 
to be done or not done, muſt know ſome Rea ſon 


why the one is good and to be choſen, and the 
other bad and to be avoided, and that Reaſon will 


muſt 


4 * eee 


LO 


muſt be conſidered as a 


Man, becauſe it is the Guide and Director of his 

Actions, eſpecially of the moſt material ones; and I 
lay great Streſs on this, becauſe, I doubt, many 
unhappy Perſons have ſuffered themſelves to be en- 
gag'd in very wicked Practices, by not conſideritig, 
that Conſcience muſt have a Rule, or raking ſome- 
thing for it, which is not it; they have taken Hu- 
mour, Paſſion, or a ſtrong Inclination to do a thing 
for a Rule of Conſcience. Zeal for a Party, but 
not according to Knowledge, was by St. Paul him- 
{elf thought to be this Rule, as A&s 26. g. he ve- 
rily thought with himſelf, that he ought to do many 
things contrary to the Name of Teſus of Nazareth: 
Here was the miſtaken Rule of his Conſcience, 
wer. 11. He was exceedingly mad againſt the Saints; 
here was his Zeal in following his erroneous Con- 
ſcience; but 1 Tim. 1. 13. he ſays be did it igno- 
rantly ; there was his want of Knowledge, that is, 
of the Rule that his zealous Conſcience ſhould have 
been guided by; and in the ſame Verſe he calls 
himſelf 2 Blaſphemer, 1 and an injurious 
Perſon, for doing thoſe things which his Zeal and 
his miſtaken Conſcience hurried him to do. Ir is a 


ſad Truth too, that a good Intention likewiſe has 
| aſſum'd 
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aſſum' d the venerable Name of Conſcience, or of a 


Guide to it, notwithſtanding the ſevere Sentence 
paſs'd on that Opinion, Rom. 3. 8. Whoever do E- 
vil that Good may come, their Damnation is juſt; 
nor can any Man of Reaſon imagine, that the beſt 

Intention in the World can alter the Nature of E- 
vil, and make Vice become Vertue. The Exam- 
ples likewiſe of ſome Men who were inſpir'd by an 
extraordinary Motion of the Holy Spirit, to do ſome 
Heroical Actions, have been raſhly made a Rule to 
ſome Conſciences; and too many by the Imitation 
of Phinehas, have fallen into the Sin of Cain; and 
by calling for Fire from Heaven on the devoted 
Heads of their Enemies, after the Example of Eli- 


ac, have endanger'd its falling on their own: This 


being apparently diſcourag'd by our Lord himſelf, 
with ſomething more of Severity, than his meek 


and gracious Temper uſually ſhew'd : Ye know not 


what manner of Spirit ye are of, St. Luke 9. 55. The 
Opinions of Learned Men have been wreſted by 
others to a Direction of their Conſcience, which is 


what St. Jude, ver. 16. calls, having Mens Perſons 


in Admiration: Thus was Barnabas carried away 
with the Diſſimulation of ſome Jewiſh Brethren, 
Gal. 2. 13. All theſe falſe Rules of Conſcience, and 
the great Sins Men have committed by following 
them, prove it neceſſary to ſeek after the true one 
more carefully; and what that is, was the 


III. 


In. [Third thing I p dä to * A to. And 
here the Anſwer to 1 propor co ſh What is the Rule 
of Conſcience, is plain and ſhort It is the Law of 
God, what way ſoever it becomes known to us; 
For it is made known to us more ways than one; 
either, as it is written in our Hearts, and then is 
call'd the Law of Nature; or in our Bibles, and 
then it is called the Revealed Law: ſo that our 
Conſciences are to be guided by that Law, or that 
Branch of the general Law, which is proper to the 
Action to be done; the Law of Nature or Reaſon 
is the Rule to our Conſciences i in all moral Actions; 
the Law of Chriſtianity, is the Rule of our Conſci- 
ences in all Chriſtian Actions, or all Acura proper 
to the Chriſtian Religion. The perfect, ad 
and exact Rule of Conſcience is therefore the Law 
of God; becauſe nothing can be a Duty but what 
that Law commands; nothing can be Sin, but what 
that forbids, for Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the Law: 
But then, there are other Laws that bind the Con- 
ſcience in a ſecondary Senſe, not directly and by 
their own Vertue, but by conſequence, as they are 
clearly deduc d from the Law of Reaſon, or the 
revealed Law, of God in Holy Scripture; in this 
Senſe it is that the Laws of our Country bind our 
Conſciences, becauſe it is undeniably to = prov'd 
both by the Law of Nature, and the plain wage” 
C o 
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ſake: That Law therefore which we muſt be ſub- 


of Scripture, that they ought to do ſo. For no 
5 Principle of Reaſon 18 more convincing to the Un- 


the Laws of our Nation, becauſe it is by them that 


we enjoy our Religion, Liberty, Lives and Eſtates; 


as we of this Nation fo happily do in our eftabliſh'd 
Conſtitution of the beſt of Governments both in 
Church and State, and under the beſt of Gover- 
nours, our Sovereign Lady, whom, may God Al- 
mighty long continue and preſerve a victorious Prin- 
cefs, a truly nurſing Mother to the Church, a laſt. 
ing Honour and Bleſſing to theſe Kingdoms, and 


crown her late with Glory and Immortality. And 
no Body of Men can preſerve their Property, or their 


Peace and Safety, unleſs by the Benefit of thoſe 


Laws: Iſay, No Propofition of the Law of Nature 


and Reaſon, is more readily agreed to by the Un- 


derſtanding than this; and nothing is more expreſly 


declard in God's holy Word: Take one place for 
aft, Row; 1 3 1. Let every Soul be ſubjeòt to the bigh. 
reſiſtenb the Orclinance of God. And wer. 4. He is 


the Minifler of God to thee for Good: Which Argu- 


ment is draw from the foremention'd Law of Rea- 
ſon, that it is the Intereſt of every particular Perſon 
to obey: And, ver. 5. to bring it home to our pre- 
ſent purpoſe, Te muſt needs be ſubje# for Conſcience 


ject 


ie r e mitrſt he à ü to 
Conſtietice in alf the ARiohs wheteln- that Lis 1 5 


concern 75 "hy Subj 

Thus 1 bje@t has brought me; bt 
Wa decker Fo bo An defiffhid it fold, to 
tue Occaſion of this Aſſembly, and warrants me to 
aſſure every Perſon, that the Law of our Cont 
is to be the Rule of his Corſciente in all Aﬀatts 
within the. Splicte-of that La; of which Watüre 
ate the Proceedings at this time: My Lords the 
Judges make a Conſcience of all Cauſes by 
theſe Laws; the Connſelfors learned in them 
by Direction of them; both Plaintiff and Defen? 
difit vlaim Refief by chem; and l Eyfthenee Güglit 

to he conſcientiouſſy iven; that lity may not be 
perverted; and thefe two Rulks;-of rather Bratt- 
ches of the fame Rule ef Conſtitnce; that is; the 
Faw of God, However known to ub i 4 pridiery | 
Senſe, and che Law of Man ir a Rechdtg take 
in the whole Scope of the Apoſtle's Words in the 
Text, and will ſecure an dre every Matt's 
Conſcience as ir did his, i Offence toward God | 
- and toward Men: But that we 57 more fal un- 


derſtand chis, let us confider i in the 


_ Fourth Plicy mote diftinly, whathe is 0 
Me 1 Coriſcinte vid of Offene; nee 
meithing "the "gta Head will more es — 


„ 2 


/ 
\ 
| 
[ 
l 
: 
| 
| 
© | 
| 
'F 
_ ' 
W |} 
S | 
U 


7 4 7 .* 
* 4 «7 a 


Io 3 Y * 7204 a — 
1 ; #3. 
: N * 
NN bs { ” . 
999 N . 


* 
33 
1 


pear. For if the Law of God be, as certainly, it;is,; 
tbe Rule of Conſcience by Virtue of its own, Obli- 
gation, and the Law of Governours by | Conſe» 


quence. from the Law of God, and by Virtue of 


that; then it follows clearly, that Conſcience. is ne- 


ver void of Offence, when it tranſgreſſes againſt the 
primary Rule, the Law of God; or the — Ka 
one, the Law of Man. I ſuppoſe all along, that 
humane Laws are duly qualified, to he juſt for the 
Matter, and made by lawful Authority for the 
manner of making of them. When therefore, a 
Man governs his Actions according to the Directi- 
ons of theſe Laws; and does not willingly ſuffer, 
himſelf to act by any other Rule, then his Conſci - 

ence is a well-informed Conſcience as to its Rule, 


and void of Offence as to following it : But when 


either of theſe Laws are miſunderſtood, and a Man 
is perfwaded that he ought to do ſomething ferbid- 
den, or to omit ſomething; commanded by- them, 
then is his Conſcience erroneous. Well! but tho 
this be an erring Conſcience, yet is his Conſcience 


ſtill; and what will become of a Man that follows 


it, is a material Queſtion: ſhall he be guilty or in- 
nocent in ſo doing? He certainly ſins if he does not 


act according to his Conſcience, and ſhall he ſin too 


if he does? I have only time to make a ſhort An- 
ſwer, but it ſhall be as plain and clear as I can make 
it, that he may either ſin or not ſin in ſo doing 

| „ . 
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Means which he had of diſcovering it faithfully; if 
he was in any reſpect to blame by ſuffering h Jude: 
ment to be ſwayed or biaſſed by any diſhoneſt, in- 
direct and faulty means, then he is guilty of Sin, 
and muſt be accountable to God for his Tranſgreſ- 
ſion gf his Laws, tho he acts according to his Con- 
ſcience: So that, according as the Man falls into an 
erroneous Conſcience, either by any Fault of his 
own or not, ſo is he guilty or not guilty of Sin in 
following his Conſcience. Our Sincerity therefore 
in finding out our Duty by right Reaſon, or the 
Holy Scripture, and in acting up to it by the Go- 
ſpel- Covenant, will ſecure to us a; well-informed 
Conſcience, which we may ſafely be govern d by; 
or if it does not, it will preſerve us from any hurt 
| in being ptr 27 this will prevent our Error, or 

our Suffering by it. But, . 


For if he " +. I 
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v. Iba ſhow the great and conſtant : Cate that | 
Men ought to have in this Duty. 
IJ conceive I have prepar d my way n Head 
by whar'l have {aid on ſome of foregoing. ones z 
For if Conſcience be the Guide of out Actions in 
this Life, and we ſhall be judged, according as we 
follow this Guide, in another; then without doubt 
it is of all things moſt warily and carefully to 
be regarded : If our Peace of Mind here,; and the 
Salvation of our Souls hereafter, depend on 4 good 
Conſcience, as they do, then what elſe is to be 
minded in compariſon of ir. Herein do ] exerciſe 
my- ſelf, ſays our Apoftle; tary doxs,” which 
fignifies an earneſt vigorous Endeavour; and! in this 
all Chriſtians ought to be true Aſceticks, I mean, 
that every Perſon ſhould: work out his own Salvati- 
en by this diligent, conſtant <0 on, or Exerciſe, and 
not with the pretence of laying in a Stock of Me- 
rit to be diſpoſed of to others, who want that, and 


have Money to ſpare. It isnot a few Fits or Qualms 
of Conſcience that ſhew it to be rightly inform'd, 


or conſtantly followed and obſerw d: In a religious 
Mood a Gin may be ſtrain'd at, and when that is 
off a Camel may be ſwallow'd. A Lord's Day may 
be devourly ſpent, and the reſt of the Week very 
looſely : During a Preparation for the Sacrament, 
or the time of _ Men 1 be wha, ſerious ; ; 


Con- 


ww 


. 


Conſcience at ſuch a time is uſually quick in Siglit 
and Feeling; but When khe Holy Selemnity; aud 
the Illneſs are over, then it may teturii to its fofmer 
Hardneſs and Careleſneſs. Nay, it is to be feared, 
that a faulty pre ferring one Man before anothet, 
of that Partiality which St. Paul cautions Timothy a- 
gainſt, 1 Tim. 5. 21. may incline Men to flacken 
their Conſciences, or ſtretch them, as they are in- 
clin'd to or againſt them; and ſince the Apoſife in 
this place was giving Timothy Rules to proceed by; 
in the Execution of his Office, 94 ticularly 48 to his 
receiving Accuſations againſt Eldets, and wig his 
Authority over thoſe that did offend'; and ſince he 
uſeth a very obſervable and pathetical way of 
ſpeaking, I ſhall take leave to repeat it to all pre- 
ſent, and beſcech them that in profecuting,” wit- 
neſſing, pleading, or paſſing Sentence, ' they would 
allow me to charge chem before God, and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and tte Elect Angels, that they 
hearken' ed their Conſciences, and prefer! not one 
befdre· another. nor do any thing by Partiality. ft 
is not, as I ſaid; an unfettled, unſtendy Devoti- 
on or Regulatity of Life that will entitle a Man to 
a Conſcienoe di of Offence, but as St. Paul expreſſeth 
it in another Place, Heb: 13. 18. Having a good Con- 
ſcience, willing to live well in all things; and as St. 
Lake deſcribes Zachary and Elizabeth, Luke 1. 6. 
Malling in all the Conmunidments and Ordinances 4 
au the 
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the Lard Gamble. 11 is an 9 — Obedi- 

ence, not perfect indeed, exact, and unfianing, 
ſuch as by the Goſpel· Covenant God has promiſed 
to accept of for Chriſt his ſake: It is a conſtant 
ſteady Care of our Conſciences, at all times, and 
on al Occaſions alike, not being ſtriet on mn Oc- 
caſic ons, and looſe on others. 1 a] 


VI. And laſtly, The oreat Reba a Motive to 
have our . void of Offence in this World, 
becauſe of the certain Aſſurance we have of a Re. 
ſurrection from the Dead, and a State of Reward 
and Puniſhment in the net. 

And here, the Method I have caſt this Diſcourſe 
into, does not oblige me to prove that there ſhall- be 
a Reſurrection, but only to argue from the un- 
doubted Aſſurance that all of us have of it, what 
Effect it ought to have on us in the Care bo our 
Conſciences; what a ſtrong Motive it is, to exer- 
ciſe our ſelves, as St. Paul did, to have them always 
void of, Offence toward God a toward Men- And 
therefore let us conſider, with what Anguiſn of 
Soul we ſhall lift up our guilty Heads before the great 
Aſſizes of Angels and Men: If the wounded Con- 
ſcience create ſo much Pain now, what unſpeakable, 
unconceivable Terrors and Agonies of Mind vill it 
occaſion then? With what Shame will the wretched 
Owner of a violated Conſcience, look on the good 


Angels 


e 


Angel and 
Shame and Sorrow will he look upon the Wounds 


of the bleſſed Jeſus, when he thinks how he has 


trampled on the moſt precious Blood that flawed 


from them, and che gracious Covenant ſealed in 


that Blood ? The lictle deceitful Arts that prevent, 
or ſtifle the Checks of Conſcience now, will 
not be able to pacify its Throes, its Laſhes, its 
Stings then; It will not be charm'd with a Songy if 
there ſhou'd be any Muſick in that fad place ; Ir 
will not be (hook off with a Dance, or drown'd in 
a:Glaſs, as it is too often now; It will not be de- 
 edivd with a palcry Excuſe, ot brib'd to Silence by 
Mountains of Gold, as it is in this World: At that 
dreadful Day no Eloquence will perſwade, no Cun- 
ning elude, no Wealth bribe, no Power ward-off 
that Sentence: And, bleſſed God! What is that Sen- 


tence? It is a Condemnation to all that the Mind of 


Man can fear, and all that his Body can feel. This 


is expreſs d in Holy Scripture in the moſt terrible 


Words; in many places at large, but in one em- 
phatically and briefly by our Saviour himſelf, St. 
Mark 9. and that three times repeated between the 


43d and 49th Verſes, where the Worm dieth not, 


and the Fire is not quenched; The Worm that dieth 
not, is the guilty Conſcience with all its Sins freſh 


in Remembrance, and bemoaning its unalterable 


ut - 


pious Souls; with what Fear on the 
and Convulſions of 
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een and having nothing walks to all Een 
ty, but ſo to bemoan it ſelf; and as for the Fire 
that is not quenched, if that does not fignify the 
moſt diſmal Torment that can be, it ſignifies no- 
thing; and who can dwell in fo ſad a place as ever- 
laſting Burning, and with ſuch a ſad Companion - 
a tormenting, deſpairing Conſcience ? If at this time 
we ſhall hear the Sentence of temporal Death paſſed 
on any unhappy Criminal, how dreadful will it ap- 
pear to us tho unconcern d. and how much more ſo 
to the Perſon himſelf? How much more terrible 
then will the doom of that great Day be to Death 
eternal ? For here, Mercy is often ſhewn after Sen- 
tence, there it cannot be; and that, as fad as the 
Sentence is at this Bar, yet the Man under it may 
be acquitted at that, if he improve his Time allow d 
him for that purpoſe, to true Repentance. 

Let all therefore that fear God and their Conſci- 
ences, conſider, that as ſure as this Aſſize is begin- 
ning now, that greater Aſſize will come one day, 
and nothing in the World can enable us to hold up 
our Neads with Comfort then, but the Care of our 
Conſcience now. The Apoſtle's Queſtion, Rom. 
6. 21. will be very terrible to us then, What Fruit 
had we in thoſe things, in our Life-time, of which 
we ſhall then be aſhamed, for the end of thoſe things, 
we ſhall then clearly ſee, ic Death. Alas! what 
F wy and peremence will Men then diſcover in 


the 
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trivances of e Thoſe who would not hear 


the ſmall ſtill Voice of Conſcience here, will then 


find it an Earth quake and a Fire to ſhake and con- 
ſume them; It will force them then, to confeſs and 


proclaim themſelves guilty before the mighty Meet · 
ing of Spirits, and the vaſt Congregation of Men 


and Angels: It would be exceedingly happy for 
them if they could then ſill their Conſciences with 


Noiſe or Laughter as they do now: But alas! theſe 


Times of Jollity will be for ever paſt ; Nothing then 
will be heard but Fiends without, and nothing 
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| 7 beſt laid Deſi gns, and the moſt curious Corn. 


felt within, but Laſhes, Rackings, and Twing — Ke 


Conſcience; this Conſcience now ſtill'd with —.— | 


thing like Childrens Rattles, will then paſs Sentence 


before the Great Judge doth, and not only paſs it, 


but execute it too; and proportionable to theſe ad 
Offices of an ill 1 will the comfortable 
and joyful Employment of a good one be; it will be 
calm and ſerene, it will ſparkle in the Eye, and 
ſmile on the Cheek of its chearful Owner: It will 
add to all the other Pleaſure they ſhall then feel; it 
will (weeten even thoſe delightful Words, Come ye 
bleſſed Children of my Father, inherit the K ingdons 
prepared for you from the Beginning of the World : It 
will invigorate their Hallelujahs and everlaſting 
Songs; It will inflame their Love, and wing their 


Souls with * Nimbleneſs and Diſpatch in 
the 


the Healy fm loy — —— be ren 
It will welcome t E Body with nnacconntable Raj 
tures, and congratulate their Uniting, yever ro-b 
parted more with the Fangs of Death, er dd he. | ö 
made uneaſy with the Pain of Sickneſs: It Will then 
raiſe up the Head with Joy, and tranſport all tble 
Ppious Souls into ſhining Circles, to {it as Aſſeſſors 

with the Almighty Judge, as I ſaid at firſt: To all 

which Happir Wy all the unconceivable, ineffa- 
ble part of it befides, which in this State we can have 
no manner of notice of, may God of his infinite 


Mercy bring us all, chrough the Merits and Mcdiari- 
on of his moſt Blefſed Son Jeb Grit our Lord. - 


we 


10 whom, wich the Father, and Fl Holy lat, [4 
Three Perſons, but one God, be aſcrib'd; as 
is moſt due, all Praiſe, Night, Majeſty,” and 7 

Dominion, for ever and ever. | Amen. = 


